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1. Foreword  

South Africa has a number of regulations relating to tobacco products. The price of tobacco 
products includes over 55% tax; tobacco products can only be sold to those over 18; 
advertising is banned for tobacco brands; the front and back of cigarette packages are 
required to have clear and visible health warnings; smoking is banned in cinemas, on domestic 
flights and on all public transport; it is illegal to smoke in a car when one of the passengers is 
under 12 years old; smoking in public places can only occur in designated smoking areas and 
these must be physically isolated from the rest of the interior, enclosed and the smoky air 
vented to the outside.  

In May 2018, the South African Government published its Draft Control of Tobacco Products 
and Electronic Delivery Systems Bill 2018. This included a number of proposed new regulations 
including: the banning of smoking in all public spaces, the introduction of standardized (plain) 
packaging; a ban on the display of tobacco products at selling points. 
 

Plain packaging would be in addition to warnings on packs. All the current different brands 
would be required to remove all branding (including colours, imagery, logos and trademarks). 
The brand name would only appear in a mandated uniform small print on packs. The 
appearance of all tobacco packs would be the same, including the colour of the pack – front 
and back, which would likely be a drab brown/green. The only way an adult buying a pack of 
cigarettes, or a shop assistant serving will be able to differentiate one brand of cigarettes from 
another, will be by looking for the specific brand name in small print. 

The draft bill was criticised by tobacco manufacturers, unions, small businesses, tobacco 
growers, major retailers, and bar and restaurant owners. Plain packaging particularly as a 
proposal was argued against for a number of reasons, including: 

• That in markets that had implemented plain packaging (like Australia and the UK) 
those governments' own data had not shown it had reduced total smoking or youth 
smoking. In Australia, where the policy was first introduced in 2012, smoking rates 
have stalled and the level of illegal cigarette sales has increased since plain packaging 
was introduced. 

• That the Government was rushing to cut and paste policies from developed countries 
without evaluating the specific circumstances of South Africa. In the process, it was 
unnecessarily exposing South Africa and South Africans to an increase in a number of 
negative consequences that plain packaging was likely to lead to without any 
reduction in smoking rates. 

The average percentage of illegal cigarettes globally is 8-10%. A recent report by independent 
research company IPSOS revealed that South Africa is now in the top 5 countries in the world 
in terms of the percentage of illegal cigarette sales. SARS is losing about R8 billion ($510 
million) a year in taxes as a result. 33.1% of all cigarettes sold in South Africa are illegal, selling 
for as little as R5 per pack of 20 cigarettes. Illegal cigarettes are also more likely to be sold to 
children because they are cheaply available and most sellers do not adhere to legal 
restrictions on age in the informal sector.  Illegal tobacco is known to fuel gangs, organised 
crime and corruption – which are all concerns in South Africa. 
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At least 200 commercial farms representing around 10,000 farm workers and their 
dependents are facing job losses if illegal cigarette sales continue to increase. Those against 
plain packaging argue that if plain packaging increases illegal cigarettes sales then it shifts 
employment away from the legal tobacco business inside South Africa.  Members of 
companies of the Tobacco Institute of South Africa (TISA) have already stated it has lost over 
400 jobs since 2014 and is now operating at below 50% capacity, because of the illegal 
cigarette trade.  With unemployment rates in South Africa at over 27%, they state that plain 
packaging could lead to a further loss of jobs and a reduction in the tax collected from tobacco 
- but with no reduction in smoking rates. 
 
JTI understands that the new Tobacco Bill may aim to reduce the uptake of smoking, 
particularly in youth. However, we believe the regulations being proposed do not address that 
objective and are largely unsupported by evidence. Legitimate concerns over a number of 
negative unitended consequences are being disregarded in the policy development and 
assessment. The potential rise in illegal cigarette sales and the unnecessary loss of jobs and tax 
revenues are not being considered or evaluated.  It is also our view that the consequence of 
plain packaging increasing illegal cigarette sales also increases the risk of youth smoking rather 
than reducing it. Should the Government want to reduce youth smoking, we believe plain 
packaging is not the most effective policy the Government should adopt. We have already 
campaigned openly against plain packaging and other proposals to encourage an open debate. 
Furthermore, we have proposed alternatives that government can investigate to adopt, in 
order to regulate youth smoking, whilst enforcing exisiting tobacco regulations. 

As a tobacco manufacturer, we understand that the easiest rebuttal to our views and the 
evidence we have shared against plain packaging is to state we have a vested interest to skew 
evidence we present. It is for this reason that we employed leading independent research 
company Victory to carry out a survey of the general public's views on plain packaging as a 
policy idea in South Africa.  The views from this nationally representative quantitative survey 
are not JTI's, but those of the South African public. We believe and hope they merit serious 
consideration for why this policy idea should not go ahead in South Africa.  

When asked about plain packaging for cigarettes, the South African public's opinion shows a 
high percentage agreement that they believe that plain packaging is: 

• Unnecessary 
• A poor use of government recources 
• Not the most important or effective policy government should pursue if it wants to 

reduce youth smoking 

In addition, they expressed a high level of concern about their belief that it was likely that 
plain packaging would result in a number of major negative consequences that would affect 
South Africa and South Africans: 

• Increasing illegal cigarette sales 
• Increasing counterfeit cigarettes 
• Benefiting organised crime 
• Leading to a reduction in taxes 
• Impacting on government budgets to spend on the economy  
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In contrast to what they saw the South African Government's approach to be in 
developing plain packaging as a policy proposal, the public also agreed that: 

• Distinctive brand designs actually protect consumers from being sold contraband 
or inferior products 

• Government should instead be investing in policies to reduce illegal cigarette sales 
in South Africa  

• Before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on plain packaging for 
cigarettes, an independent assessment should be undertaken on the impact on 
the volume of crime from smuggled and counterfeit cigarettes, the level of illegal 
sales in South Africa and the potential loss in taxes and the potential to increase 
youth smoking 
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2. Methodology  

Victory was contacted as an independent research company to carry out a nationally 
representative survey of the South African people. Victory approved and verified the survey 
before it went into the field. Apart from agreeing on the methodology in terms of sample size 
and construction, JTI had no sight or input on who Victory surveyed. 

Victory interviewed 1,014 South African adults (18+) using CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone 
Interview) methodology in all main local languages, between 14 and 27 November 2018. The 
survey was regionally and demographically representative of South Africa’s population. 

Where percentage results do not sum to 100, this may be a result of rounding or the exclusion 
of ‘don’t know’, categories.  

 

About Victory 

Victory Research is a leading South African opinion research company, specializing in strategic 
research-driven communications. Founded in 2012, Victory have conducted more than 
400,000 interviews with voters across all nine South African provinces and four countries. 
With their background in political campaigning, they produce rigorous, actionable research 
fast, which enables informed decision-making. 

Victory Research is run by Johan van der Berg and Ryan Coetzee. Johan has 18 years of 
political campaign experience in South Africa. He has overseen more than 400,000 
quantitative interviews in four countries in Africa and Europe, and 300+ focus groups in South 
Africa and Botswana. Ryan has 18 years’ experience of opinion research, strategy 
development and data-driven campaign management. He has directed strategy and data-
driven campaigns for political parties and governments in both South Africa and the United 
Kingdom. 

Victory can be contacted directly to answer any questions on the methodology or the way in 
which the research was conducted:Please contact  Johan van der Berg, Chief Research Officer, 
via press@victoryresearch.co.za 

 

About this document 

This document covers the key findings and overall results of the survey. The data tables for the 
full survey can also be reviewed at:  https://www.handsoffmychoices.co.za 
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3. Executive summary of national opinion poll findings 

The vast majority of South Africans believe it is likely that if plain packaging is introduced it will 
lead to an increase in illegal cigarettes including counterfeit and will be to the benefit of 
organised crime. 

• 71% of South Africans agree that it is likely that gangs and organised crime will benefit 
by the sale of illegal tobacco if tobacco branding is reduced or removed in the future. 

• 73% of South Africans think that a change to plain packaging from multiple different 
brand designs is likely to make it easier to produce fake cigarette packaging and 
increase the amount of illegal cigarettes sold in South Africa.  

 

South Africans believe the Government should be prioritising on policies to reduce illegal 
cigarette sales. 

 
• Over 4/5 (86%) of South Africans agree that the Government should prioritise 

developing and investing in an effective policy to reduce the amount of illegal 
cigarettes in South Africa. 

 

8 out of 10  South Africans (80%) agree that the main issue with underage smoking in South 
Africa is the poor enforcement of the restriction of tobacco sales to minors, rather than 
tobacco packaging.  

 
8 out of 10 South Africans believe plain packaging is not the priority policy to reduce youth 
smoking. 

• 88% of South Africans agree that if the Government wants to reduce youth smoking, 
its priority should be enforcing existing regulations.  

• 92% of South Africans agree that if the Government wants to reduce youth smoking, 
its priority should be education programmes in media and in schools. 

• 87% of South Africans think the Health Minister should prioritise more effectively 
enforcing existing rules prohibiting the sale of alcohol and cigarettes to minors.  

 

South Africans in Townships agree more strongly that the Government should prioritise 
developing an effective policy to reduce illegal cigarettes and that if it wants to reduce youth 
smoking its priority should be enforcing existing regulations. 

• 85% in Townships compared to 74% in Suburbs agree strongly that the Government 
should prioritise developing and investing in an effective policy to reduce the amount 
of illegal cigarettes in South Africa.  

• 83% in Townships compared to 69% in Suburbs agree strongly that if the Government 
wants to reduce youth smoking, its priority should be enforcing existing regulations.  
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The vast majority of South Africans are concerned about the potential negative consequences 
linked to plain packaging and want to see an independent assessment of all these areas before 
the Government is allowed to pass legislation on plain packaging. 

• 84% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be 
undertaken of the impact on the volume of crime from smuggled and counterfeit 
cigarettes in South Africa, before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on 
plain packaging for cigarettes. 

• 81% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be 
undertaken of the likely cost to the taxpayer (lost tax due to the rise in illegal trade, 
cost to police, etc.) before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on plain 
packaging for cigarettes. 

• 83% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be 
undertaken of the impact on government budgets to spend on the South African 
economy before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on plain packaging for 
cigarettes. 

• 76% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be taken 
on the impact on sales of cigarettes to minors before the Government is allowed to 
pass legislation on plain packaging for cigarettes. 

• 80% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be taken 
on the impact on youth uptake of smoking before the Government is allowed to pass 
legislation on plain packaging for cigarettes. 

 

8 out of 10 South Africans believe the Government should not be allowed to introduce plain 
packaging without accountability on reduction levels and by when this will happen. 

• 80% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be taken 
on the impact on levels of tobacco consumption and likely timeline for a reduction in 
these levels before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on plain packaging 
for cigarettes. 

 

More than 3/4 of South Africans are concerned about the removal of branding designs, their 
logos and colours as they believe they protect them from counterfeit and inferior products. 
They also believe tobacco companies should be able to brand as they choose within the space 
allowed on packs.   

• 76% of South Africans, and 80% of smokers, agree that distinctive brand designs, their 
logos and colours play an important role in helping consumers choose their products 
and are a key way to protect them from being sold contraband or inferior, counterfeit 
products. 

• 69% of South Africans, and 69% of smokers, think introducing plain packaging will 
make it harder for people to identify their brand of choice at a shop or kiosk. 

• 78% of South Africans, and 90% of smokers, agree that as tobacco is a legal product 
for adults, provided they place agreed government warnings on their packs, tobacco 
companies should be able to brand their products how they choose within the space 
allowed on the packs. 
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The majority of South Africans believe plain packaging as a policy is a poor use of government 
resources and unnecessary.  

• 63% of South Africans think the introduction of plain packaging is a poor use of 
government resources.  

• 62% of South Africans think the introduction of plain packaging is not necessary. 
 

84% of South Africans agree that we have enough laws already on tobacco products – the 
Government needs to stop regulating and start educating if it wants to reduce smoking. 

 

South Africans are against the Government rushing to introduce plain packaging before there 
is proof of its effectiveness in other countries. 

• 67% of South Africans think South Africa should not be like the UK, France and Ireland 
and become an early adopter of Australia’s plain packaging policy – instead, they think 
it should follow the example of Germany and Sweden and not consider introducing 
plain packaging until there is greater evidence of the policy’s effectiveness to reduce 
smoking. 

• 76% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be taken 
of the proof of effectiveness of the policy in other countries before the Government is 
allowed to pass legislation on plain packaging for cigarettes. 

 

South Africans rank plain packaging as last out of 10 alternative health policy areas that they 
believe important the Health Minister prioritise. 

• When South Africans are asked to rank plain packaging as a policy priority compared 
to 10 other areas for the Health Minister, it comes last out of 10.  

1. 99% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise the provision of better 
hospitals and healthcare and infrastructure. 

2. 97% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise HIV prevention and 
treatments. 

3. 96% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise preventing the spread 
of infectious diseases.  

4. 95% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise removing corruption 
from the health system. 

5. 93% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise education and support 
to reduce teenage pregnancy. 

6. 92% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise the increased pay of 
doctors and nurses.    

7. 91% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise taking action to 
protect the public against fake and expired food.  

8. 88% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise reducing waiting times. 
9. 87% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise enforcing existing rules 

prohibiting the sale of alcohol and cigarettes to minors more effectively. 
10. 52% of South Africans think it is important to prioritise introducing plain 

packaging on tobacco products.  
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Half of South Africans believe that if plain packaging goes ahead, it would also be introduced 
on alcohol in the future.   

• 50% of South Africans believe that if plain packaging goes ahead on cigarettes, it is 
likely that the Secretary of State for Health would also look to introduce it onto 
alcohol in the future. 

o 46% of South Africans believe that if plain packaging goes ahead on cigarettes, 
it is likely that the Secretary of State for Health would also look to introduce it 
onto soft drinks in the future. 

o 45% of South Africans believe that if plain packaging goes ahead on cigarettes,  
it is likely that the Secretary of State for Health would also look to introduce it 
onto confectionary in the future. 

o 40% of South Africans believe that if plain packaging goes ahead on cigarettes,  
it is likely that the Secretary of State for Health would also look to introduce it 
onto fast food in the future. 

 

South African public opinion is clearly and strongly against plain packaging as a policy idea, has 
major concerns over a wide number of potential negative consequences and calls for more 
independent evidence before it goes ahead as a policy.  However, South Africans do not 
disagree with the principle of the Government's intent to continue to try to reduce smoking or 
youth smoking. 

• 83% of South Africans agree that if the Government wants to reduce youth smoking, 
its priority should be introducing new laws. 

• 78% of South Africans agree that any attempt to reduce smoking levels is worth a try, 
regardless of evidence of its effectiveness. 
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4. Key research results charts 

 
 
 
 

 
  

71%

26%

2%
SUM: Agree

SUM: Disagree

Don't Know

71% of South Africans agree that it is likely that gangs and organized crime will benefit 
by the sale of illegal tobacco if tobacco branding is reduced or removed in the future

Q27. It is likely that gangs and organised crime will benefit by the sale of illegal tobacco if tobacco branding is reduced or removed in the future. Do you 

agree or disagree with this statement?

Research fieldwork conducted by 

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

73%

2%

25%

Likely

Don't know

Unlikely

73% of South Africans think that a change to plain packaging is likely to make it 
easier to produce fake cigarette packaging and increase the amount of illegal 
cigarettes sold in South Africa

Q32. Some people say that a change to ‘plain’ packaging from multiple different brand designs would make it easier to produce fake cigarette packaging 

and increase the amount of illegal cigarettes sold in South Africa. Do you think this is likely or unlikely

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Research fieldwork conducted by 
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86%

14%
SUM: AGREE

SUM: Disagree

Q23. The Government should prioritise developing and investing in an effective policy to reduce the amount of illegal cigarettes in South Africa. Do you 
agree or disagree with this statement?

86% of South Africans agree that the Government should prioritise developing and 
investing in an effective policy to reduce the amount of illegal cigarettes in South 
Africa

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Research fieldwork conducted by 

Townships agree more strongly that the Government should prioritise developing and 
investing in an effective policy to reduce the amount of illegal cigarettes in South Africa

85%

74%

Townships Suburbs

Strongly agree

November 2018 - Base: Townships (345), Suburbs (183)

Q23. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement in relation to illegal cigarette sales? The Government should 
prioritise developing and investing in an effective policy to reduce the amount of illegal cigarettes in South Africa. 

Research fieldwork conducted by 
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80%

1%

19%

SUM: Agree

Don't Know

SUM: Disagree

80% of South Africans agree that the main issue with underage smoking in South 
Africa is the poor enforcement of the restriction of tobacco sales to minors, rather 
than tobacco packaging
Q26. The main issue with underage smoking in South Africa is the poor enforcement of the restriction of tobacco sales to minors, rather than tobacco 

packaging. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Research fieldwork conducted by 

83%88%92%

17%12%8%

Introducing new lawsEnforcing existing regulationsEducation programmes in media and in schools

SUM: Important SUM: Unimportant

The majority of South Africans agree that if the Government want to reduce youth 
smoking plain packaging is not the priority policy to pursue

Q19, Q18, Q20.  If the Government wants to reduce youth smoking, its priority should be...

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014) Research fieldwork conducted by 
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Townships agree more strongly that if the Government wants to reduce youth 
smoking, its priority should be enforcing existing regulations

83%

69%

Townships Suburbs

Strongly agree

November 2018 - Base: Townships (345), Suburbs (183)

Q18. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements in relation to reducing youth smoking? If the Government 

wants to reduce youth smoking, its priority should be enforcing existing regulations. 

Research fieldwork conducted by 

84%

16%

SUM: Important

SUM: Unimportant

84% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be 
undertaken of the impact on volume of crime from smuggled and counterfeit 
cigarettes in South Africa, before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on 
plain packaging for cigarettes
Q66. Is it important or unimportant that an independent assessment be undertaken on the potential …  Impact on volume of crime from smuggled and 

counterfeit cigarettes in South Africa.… before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on ‘plain’ packaging for cigarettes? 

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Research fieldwork conducted by 
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83%81%

16%17%

1%

The potential impact on government budgets to spend on the South African 
economy before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on ‘plain’ 

packaging for cigarettes

The potential likely cost to the taxpayer through things like lost tax due to the 
rise in illegal trade, cost to police etc before the Government is allowed to 

pass legislation on ‘plain’ packaging for cigarettes

SUM: Important SUM: Unimportant Neither

Over 80% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be 
undertaken of the likely cost to the taxpayer and the impact on government budgets 
to spend on the South African economy – before the Government is allowed to pass 
legislation on plain packaging for cigarettes
Q68, Q64. Is it important or unimportant that an independent assessment be undertaken on…

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)
Research fieldwork conducted by 

80%76%

18%24%

The potential impact on youth uptake of smoking before the 
Government is allowed to pass legislation on ‘plain’ packaging for 

cigarettes

The potential impact on sales of cigarettes to minors before the 
Government is allowed to pass legislation on ‘plain’ packaging for 

cigarettes

SUM: Important Neither SUM: Unimportant

More than three-quarters (76%) of South Africans think it is important that an 
independent assessment be taken on the impact on youth uptake of smoking and the 
sale of cigarettes to minors (80%) before the Government is allowed to pass 
legislation on plain packaging for cigarettes

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Q65, Q63. Is it important or unimportant that an independent assessment be undertaken on…

1%

Research fieldwork conducted by 
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80%

19%

SUM: Important

SUM: Unimportant

80% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be taken 
on impact on levels of tobacco consumption and likely timeline for a reduction in 
these levels before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on ‘plain’ packaging 
for cigarettes
Q69. Is it important or unimportant that an independent assessment be undertaken on the potential …  Impact on levels of tobacco consumption levels and 
likely timeline for a reduction in these levels.… before the Government is allowed to pass legislation on ‘plain’ packaging for cigarettes?

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Research fieldwork conducted by 

The majority (76%) of South Africans agree that distinctive brand designs protect 
consumers from being sold contraband or inferior products
Q31. Distinctive brand designs, their logos and colours play an important role in helping consumers choose their products and a key way to protect them 
from being sold contraband or inferior, counterfeit products. Do you agree or disagree with this statement?
Q44. Do you believe that the introduction of ‘plain’ packaging’…

76%

21%

1%
SUM: Agree
SUM: Disagree
Don't know

69%

28%

3%Will make it
harder for
people to
identify their
brand of choice
Will not make it
harder for
people to
identify their
brand of choice
Don't know

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)
Research fieldwork conducted by 
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78% South Africans and 90% of smokers believe that as tobacco is a legal product for 
adults that tobacco companies should be able to brand their products how they 
choose within the space allowed on the packs
Q30. As tobacco is a legal product for adults, provided they place agreed government warnings on their packs, tobacco companies should be able to 
brand their products how they choose within the space allowed on the packs. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

Adults

78%

21%

SUM: Agree
SUM: Disagree

90%

10%

SUM: Agree
SUM: Disagree

Smokers

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014), Smokers (227)
Research fieldwork conducted by 

62% of South Africans think plain packaging is unnecessary and 63% a poor use of 
government resources

34%37% 2%1%

63%62%

Do you believe that the introduction of plain packaging is...Do you believe that the introduction of plain packaging is...

A good use of 
government resources

Unnecessary

Necessary

A poor use of 
government 

resources

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Q43, Q42. 

Research fieldwork conducted by 
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84%

14%
SUM: Agree

SUM: Disagree

84% of South Africans believe South Africa has enough laws already on tobacco 
products and  that the Government needs to stop regulating and start educating if it 
wants to reduce smoking
Q28. We have enough laws already on tobacco products – the Government needs to stop regulating and start educating if it wants to reduce smoking. 
Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

N.B. Rounding where numbers do not sum 100%

Research fieldwork conducted by 

67% of South Africans think South Africa should follow the example of Germany and 
Sweden and not consider introducing plain packaging until there is greater evidence 
of the policy’s effectiveness to reduce smoking

Q61. There is no obligation from the World Health Organization (WHO) or any other organisation for South Africa’s government to adopt plain 
packaging. Germany and Sweden have formally stated they have no plans to adopt plain packaging. Their respective health or food ministers have stated 
that there is a lack of evidence of its effectiveness and that it is not necessary in addition to existing regulations. In contrast, the UK, France and Ireland 
have decided to replicate Australia’s plain packaging policy, based on the claim that it has worked in Australia.  In your view, what example should the 
South Africa Government follow in deciding whether to introduce plain packaging or not

67%

2%

31%

Follow 
Germany & 

Sweden

Follow UK, 
France & 
Ireland

Don’t know

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)
Research fieldwork conducted by 
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76% of South Africans think it is important that an independent assessment be taken 
of the proof of effectiveness of the policy in other countries before the Government is 
allowed to pass legislation on plain packaging for cigarettes

23%

76%

1%
Unimportant

Important

Neither/ Don't Know

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Q67. Is it important or unimportant that an independent assessment be undertaken on the proof of effectiveness of the policy in other countries before 
the Government is allowed to pass legislation on plain packaging for cigarettes?

Research fieldwork conducted by 

South Africans rank plain packaging as lowest in importance out of 10 health policies 
for the Health Minister to prioritise
Q50-Q60. There are a number of areas that compete for attention and resources in the Health Ministry.  Government budgets do not allow all areas to 
be dealt with at the same time and it has to prioritise resources. How important or unimportant, if at all, do you think each of the following areas are for 
the Secretary of State for Health to prioritise? 

45%

84%

83%

87%

82%

90%

92%

94%

95%

96%

52%

87%

88%

91%

92%

93%

95%

96%

97%

99%

Introduce plain packaging on tobacco products

Prioritise more effectively enforcing existing rules
prohibiting the sale of alcohol and cigarettes to minors

Reducing waiting times to see healthcare specialists

Taking action to protect the public against fake and
expired food

Prioritise the increased pay of doctors and nurses

Prioritising education and support to reduce teenage
pregnancy

Removing corruption from the health system

Proritise preventing the spread of infectious diseases

Prioritise HIV preventions and treatments

Provision of better hospitals and health care
infrastructure

SUM: Important Very important
November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)

Research fieldwork conducted by 
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50% of South Africans believe if plain packaging goes ahead on cigarettes that it is 
likely that the Secretary of State for Health would also look to introduce it onto 
alcohol in the future

50%
46% 45%

40%

Alcohol Soft drinks Confectionary Fast food

SUM: Likely

Q45-Q49. If standardized packaging goes ahead on cigarettes – how likely or unlikely do you think it is that the Secretary of State for Health would also look to 
introduce it onto other products with health associations in the future?

November 2018 - Base: All (1,014)
Research fieldwork conducted by 


